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Covid -19 Update 
3rd July 2020 

Amendments to permitted activity at the Club! 

As you will be aware there have been a few changes to the guidance issued by the Government recently and Bowls 
England has updated its guidance to Clubs accordingly. The Government Regulations and BE Guidance can be viewed at 
the following links: 

https://www.bowlsengland.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/clubhouse_opening_FINAL.pdf 

https://www.bowlsengland.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/covid_19_supplementary_guidance_040720.pdf 

https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/reopening-and-adapting-your-food-business-during-covid-19 

Your Executive has considered the revised Regulations and Guidance. This newsletter sets out the result of those 
deliberations and reflects the experience gathered over the past few weeks at the Club. 
Playing: Play at Bolton has been limited to Pairs to date. The guidance from Bowls England remains unchanged; that play 
should be limited to Triples played on alternate rinks.   
With effect from Monday 6th July, play at the Club will be allowed in Triples using alternate rinks. 
Booking is still essential. 
However, we can relax, slightly, the restrictions on those attending the Club. To date, this has been restricted to those 
with a booked playing session and those undertaking maintenance / housekeeping duties at the Club, and members of 
their household. 
In line with revised Gov Regulations, with effect from Monday 6th July other members may attend, provided the total 
number of people at the Club at any time does not exceed 30.  
Please be aware of this restriction and, if you are neither playing nor working at the Club and by staying at the Club, the 
number would exceed 30 please leave promptly.  
The Club House: 
The use of the Clubhouse is governed by the same regulations that apply to Pubs, Clubs and Restaurants. The view of the 
Executive is that compliance with the regulations, particularly those covering the sanitisation of premises, furniture and 
equipment, crockery and cutlery, and the maintenance of attendance records, are far too onerous for us to be able to 
comply. 
The Clubhouse, therefore, remains out of bounds except for access to equipment and toilets. The Kitchen is out of 
bounds. 
Competitions: 
The increase in permitted numbers at the Club enables us to now consider running some limited competitive Bowling – we 
are considering the scope to run some pairs competitions at weekends. Watch this space. 
Finally: 
Please remember that the Executive has a very difficult task during this pandemic, more difficult that normal.  
We are trying to walk a challenging path to enable as much bowling and socialising at the Club as we can within the 
regulations and guidance we have been provided. 
The membership at Bolton FGBC, like many Bowls Clubs, falls significantly into the higher risk element of the population 
and the Northwest remains at a higher risk than the Country as a whole.  
Please adhere to the guidance set out above and that published in the June Newsletter.   

Enjoy your bowling.   Stay safe! stay well! 

Stephen Hemsley, Club Secretary, on behalf of the Executive. 
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A message from President Joan 

Hello Everybody!  
Here is my mid-term Presidential report. I have had limited opportunities to fulfil my role, but may I say I am proud to be 
President of our club.  
Welcome back to those bowlers who have returned to the green. I hope you are enjoying playing again.  
The booking system is working well provided we all stick to the protocol.  
For those of you still anxious about returning please be assured we have put in good hygiene routines and encourage social 
distancing. If you feel in need of more reassurances do not hesitate to get in touch.  
Although bereft of anything to report on the bowling front, nevertheless things have been happening. We received a grant of 
£2000 which will help to offset the loss of income.  
New members have found us and joined us and work on the green and surrounds continues. I am sure those who have been down 
will agree it is looking well!  
The committee continues to virtually meet, and all decisions are made in accordance with Government and Bowls England 
guidance. Any future decisions made on moving forward will be discussed and communicated to you as soon as possible.  
In the meantime Stay Safe and I hope to see you soon.  Joan.


